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“The Baptist World” 


Our little bulletin is growing. It was started 
tas a four-page leaflet three years years ago. As 
fom January 1956 it was enlarged to eight pages. 
‘12 1957 each issue will have either 12 or 16 pages. 
It will still largely be a news bulletin. We shall 
h _fiave to depend upon you correspondents in many 
¥ lands for the information we need. We cannot 
pick the news out of thin air! 
It is with joy we announce that from February 
Ist a gifted and experienced journalist joins our 
staff, and will assume the major responsibility for 
editing The Baptist World and seeing it through 
tthe press. We welcome Mr. Bryant most whole- 
heartedly. 


New BWA Publications Director 


a, C.E. Bryant, director of 
f Public relations at Baylor 

University, Waco, Texas, 
Wil join the Baptist 
| World Alliance’s Wash- 


,<f this month as Director of 

| Publications. 

Bryant will serve with 
Arnold T. Ohrn, general 
secretary of the Alliance, 
and Robert S. Denny, as- 

Jsociate secretary, in editing The Baptist World. 
Plans call also for establishment of a news and 
feature service to supply denominational publica- 
tions everywhere with news of their Baptist 
brethren in other countries and for a Baptist news 
service to the secular press. 

A graduate of Baylor University and former 
student in Ouachita College (Arkansas) and the 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Bryant 
was editor of the Arkansas Baptist 1943-47 and 

‘Sdirector of publicity and publications for the 

|B Southern Baptist Convention Executive Committee 

1 1947-49. He has been at Baylor since 1949. 

‘— He was president of the Southern Baptist Press 

Association during his editorship of the Arkansas 

Baptist, and currently is president of the Texas 
Baptist Public Relations Association. He con- 
tributes frequently to national religious magazines. 
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incorporating BVA Youth News 


VOLUME 4, Number 1 


He attended the 1956 Writer’s Conference at 
Green Lake. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bryant and their two children, 
James Edwin, 12, and Mary Beth, 10, are ex- 
pected to arrive in Washington about February 1. 


Meetings of the Executive Committee 


The dates chosen for the 1957 meeting at 
McMaster University, Hamilton, Ontario, Canada, 
are August 26-30. The 1958 meeting is to be 
held at the Baptist Theological Seminary, Riisch- 
likon-Ziirich, Switzerland. The time will be al- 
most immediately after the end of the European 
Conference in Berlin, which takes place July 26 
to 30. The B.W.A. Executive Committee meetings 
will begin not earlier than August 1 and end not 
later than August 10. The exact time will be an- 
nounced later. 


Preaching—Teaching 


One of the far-reaching results of the Baptist 
World Alliance Jubilee Congress in London in 
1955 was the creation of a Commission on Bible 
Study and Training to serve in the promotion of 
Sunday School and membership-leadership train- 
ing throughout the Baptist world. 

The Commission was accordingly established 
last May with Dr. Benjamin P. Browne, Execu- 
tive Director of the American Baptist Publication 
Society as chairman, and Dr. Gaines S. Dobbins, 
Distinguished Professor of Church Administra- 
tion, Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Berkeley, Calif., and Rev. Andrew Wright, London, 
England, as co-chairmen. 

Purpose of the Commission is to gather informa- 
tion, to digest and interpret the returns of surveys, 
to share with one another concerning needs and 
opportunities, to plan meetings of those respon- 
sible for teaching and training, to strengthen the 
bonds of fellowship of those working in the field of 
religious education, and to work toward sectional 
meetings prior to 1960 and to plan for a great 
worldwide Bible teaching and training conference 
in connection with the Alliance meeting in Rio. 





Introducing the Executive Committee 


The present number of members of the Baptist 
World Alliance Executive Committee is sixty-five, 
thirty of whom were elected for the first time at 
the 1955 World Congress, or later. . 

Each number of the Baptist World published 
since that Congress. has presented some officer 
of the Alliance, beginning with the President. 


It was suggested that in introducing the other ° 


members of the Committee, we bring them in the 
order of their seniority. 

Looking up the records we discovered that not 
one of the sixty-five was a member prior to the 
1934 World Congress in Berlin, and that only two 
of the present members were elected that far 
back. Strange to say, these two now happen to 
be President and General Secretary respectively. 

Four of the present members were elected for 
the first time at the World Congress in Atlanta in 
1939: Walter O. Lewis, Louie D. Newton, W. C. 
Smalley, and Joao Soren. We presented Dr. 
Lewis and Dr. Soren in the December issue. This 
time we take pleasure in bringing the portraits of 
Dr. Newton and Dr. Smalley. 


Africa 


Liberian Fish Story 


A fish story that just couldn’t be passed comes 
from Suehn Industrial Mission, Monrovia, Liberia, 
West Africa. The vigorous leaders of that mis- 
sion, a project of the Foreign Mission Board 
of the National Baptist Convention, Inc., U.S. A., 
decided that a fish pond to supply the school 
with fresh fish was needed. The school boards 
100 girls and 75 boys. 

Just one year after the fish pond idea began, 
this was the result: 

“Suehn’s fish pond is known all over Liberia 
as the finest in the Country. So we have many 
visitors who come now just to see it. Mr. Jones 
came up to bring in the first haul from our pond. 
He used a seine and one haul gave us 380 fish 
weighing 109 pounds. The deep freeze has never 
been without our own fresh fish since. The 
children say ‘Oh, the fish is so sweet.’ Right they 
are.” 


The Secret of a Successful Fish Pond. 
“Now all Liberia knows the secret of a successful 
fish pond—feed the fish daily with a balanced 
diet. Their meat—bub-a-bugs, cooked rice and 
raw beaten potato greens. They are fed once 
each day about four or five o’clock. Our dinner 
is never served until the fish have had their 
dinner. Oh yes, they come up each evening for 


Missionaries who will be on furlough 
in 1958 are invited to include in their 
itinerary Toronto, where the Fifth 
Baptist Youth World Conference will 
be held, June 27-July 2. Persons who \ 
will participate in the program are 
asked to contact Robert S. Denny, BWA 
Youth Secretary. Speakers and panel- 
ists are needed. 


their dinner. The feeding is one of the sight see. 
ing events at Suehn... .” 
—SARAH WILLIAMSON COLEMA\, 


Lott Carey Mission School 


Although no figures are available, a record 
number of graduates are reported to have won 
diplomas in the December commencement exer- 
cises at the Lott Carey Baptist Mission School 
(Brewerville), Monrovia, Liberia, West Africa. 
Two honor students have been awarded scholar. 
ships to universities in the United States. A 
stand-out crowd, including some high Government 
officials, attended the ceremonies. The Carey 
School is purportedly one of the best in West 
Africa. It is supported by the Lott Carey Baptist 
Foreign Mission Convention, Washington, D. C. 


Church on Wheels 


“Take the Church to the people” is a bit of good 
advice that has been taken literally by members of 
the Salisbury Baptist Church of Southern Rho- 
desia. The new venture consists of a huge cara- 
van, once a mobile cafe, which has been con- 
verted into a “church on wheels.” The interior 
has been tastefully decorated and it can seat over 
50 adults. It is used in the vast unchurched areas 
in and surrounding Salisbury. Its pulpit will be 
utilized not only by the ministers in that area but 
also by the 24 members of the newly-formed “Ke- 
russo Fellowship,” a brotherhood of lay preachers 
in training. Many of these are taking the lay 
preacher’s course of the Baptist Union of South 
Africa. 


Sunday School Conference 


Twenty-seven delegates from 15 countries in 
Africa met at Old Umtali, Southern Rhodesia, 
for the first “All Africa Sunday School Cur- 
riculum Conference,” last fall. The group was 
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divided into committees to study the regional re- | of 


ports and consider religious backgrounds, cultural 
backgrounds, basic aims of Christian Education in 
Africa today and needs of persons to be served. 
Dr. T. G. Dunning of the British Lessons Council, 
Director of Education, Temperance and Social 
Service of the Baptist Union of Great Britain and 
Ireland was a consultant for the conference. 





Sf 
B 





‘African Baptist Women from nine countries 
met this summer to organize the African Baptist 
Women’s Union, women’s division of the Baptist 
World Alliance. The meeting was held at Camp 
‘Young, Ede, July 9-12, with representatives pres- 
Pent from Sierra Leone, Ethiopia, Liberia, Ca- 
meroons, Congo, S. Rhodesia and Nigeria. As- 
sisting in the organization were Mrs. George R. 
Martin, past WMU President of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, U.S.A., and Mrs. Edgar Bates 
of Canada, president of the North American Bap- 
tist Women’s Union. Officers elected were, Chair- 
man, Mrs. J. T. Ayorinde, Nigeria; Co-chairman, 
Mrs. Elsie Brown, Liberia; Treasurer, Miss Neale 
C. Young, Nigeria; and Secretary, Mrs. Ndhlovu, 
§, Rhodesia. 
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Congo 

“Crusader,” The American Baptist newsmaga- 
zine, brings a report of the 1956 Congo Baptist 
Mission Conference. 

Missionaries and Congolese delegates thronged 
into Banza Manteke at the appointed time. Banza 
Manteke is 12 miles from the railroad station at 
Lufu, but it seemed close to things that matter 
as the delegates threshed out questions related 
to evangelism, schools, hospitals, property, finance, 
auditing, publicity, visual aids, youth problems, 
education of missionaries’ children, Christian fam- 
ily emphasis and much more. 

The conference was shocked by the sudden 
passing of Missionary Martin Engwall. It is re- 
ported that on his last furlough he rejected a 
suggestion that because of health reasons it might 
be better for him to stay in the States, declaring 
that he would rather spend just two years in 
the Congo than ten away from the mission. 

“Crusader” concludes that such positive dedi- 
cation is a far cry from the spiritual impoverish- 
ment of the daily headlines. 


Asia 


Asia Baptist Youth Conference 


Reports are still coming in from Hong Kong 
on the first Asia Baptist Youth Conference, at- 
tended by 139 delegates from 13 countries last 
August. During the conference the Asia Baptist 
Youth Fellowship was organized so that this 
conference could be repeated and the exchange 
of Christian experience continued. A unity of 
spirit was achieved to match the challenge of 
BWA President Theodore F. Adams who spoke 
|. } on “The Lordship of Christ Among the Nations.” 
| The conference was sponsored by the Youth 
] | Committee of the Baptist World Alliance, and 
1 | attended by its youth secretary, Robert S. Denny, 

as well as Dr. and Mrs. Adams. Mrs. Akiko 
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Matsumura of Japan, who presided at the con- 
ference, said to Dr. Adams as he departed: “As 
you travel to other countries, please tell the Bap- 
tists of the world that the Baptist youth of Asia 
are working together for God. Will you ask 
them to continue to pray for us as we will con- 
tinue to pray for them.” Those countries repre- 
sented were Burma, Ceylon, Hong Kong, India, 
Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Macao, Malaya, Oki- 
nawa, Taiwan, Philippines, and Thailand. Asia 
Baptist Youth Fellowship officers elected were: 

A. B. Masilamani, of India, chairman; Mike 
Chiew, Korea, and Lillian Lu, Taiwan, vice- 
chairmen; Othelo de Leon, Philippines, secretary; 
and Franklin Liu, Hong Kong, treasurer. The 
delegates decided provisionally to have a similar 
conference in five years. 


China 


A report from Shanghai states that John Bun- 
yan’s “Pilgrim’s Progress” has been printed in 
Shanghai to be used as a government sponsored 
textbook in classical English. 


India 


Four hundred delegates, missionaries, and visi- 
tors gathered for the annual Telugu Baptist 
Women’s Convention at Kavali, South India. The 
words of Psalm 133:1, the convention theme, met 
the eye as one entered: “Behold, how good and 
how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together 
in unity!” Miss V. S. Prabhavati, head-mistress 
of the Girls’ Training School, Ongole, presided, 
and was assisted by Miss G. Bullard, president 
of the Kavali Women’s Society. The Nellore 
women gave a drama and Edwin Erickson, mission 
secretary, South India, brought the Sunday morn- 
ing message. 


Burman Leaders of Tomorrow 


Seminary Hill in the suburbs of Rangoon is the 
home of the “central schools” for the training 
of Christian workers for Burma. To this Hill 
come students from many races and tribes. In- 
struction is carried on in three languages (Bur- 
mese, Karen, and English) and at two levels— 
that of the Bible schools and seminaries and that 
of the Divinity School. Seminary Hill is only 
one part of the Christian training program in 
Burma. Regional Bible schools are scattered 
throughout the country. They range from rather 
temporary institutions, such as the “Jungle Bible 
School” near Tavoy, to the impressive Kachin 
Bible School in Kutkai. Twelve races are repre- 
sented among 53 students in Divinity School 
alone. Language is only a part of the cultural 
complexity of the Christian schools in Burma. 
Signs of two wars are evident on most campuses. 
And yet, despite needs and problems the work of 
Christian education goes on. The best evidence 





of the effectiveness of the work is a trip to villages 
and schools where graduates are seen in action. 
It is easy to see that young men and women are 
preparing for the church of tomorrow. 


Asian Women’s Union 


Writing about the formation of the Baptist 
Women’s Union of the Pacific and South Asia 
Area, Mrs. T. Fukunaga of Japan, BWA Wom- 
en’s Committee, says “We recognize with grati- 
tude the leading part Mrs. George R. Martin 
(past WMU, SBC, president, U. S. A.) played 
in challenging the women to step forward on 
their own and organize a union in spite of the 
difficulties. A survey of the Baptist history re- 
veals that often it has been the women who have 
seen a need and a vision for organizing and have 
gone ahead in working out problems to answer 
the high calling of Jesus Christ. Here again in 
the area of the Pacific and South Asia the women 
were first to organize a union. Now B.W.A. is 
no longer a strange word but a reality of fellow- 
ship symbolized and demonstrated by our new 
organization.” 


Japan 

The triumph of Christian missions over serious 
obstacles in Japan is a reminder of Jesus’ as- 
surance that the world cannot ultimately stop 
the Word. In meeting the problems posed by: 
the “foreignness” of Christianity; the revival of 
the traditional Japanese religions; the resistance 
of the Japanese mind against the gospel; and 
the numerical weakness of Christians there, the 
witness of Christ proves its power by many evi- 
dences of progress in Baptist work. The tend- 
ency of Christianity in Japan to become “Jap- 
anese” shows that firm tap roots are going deep 
to insure a lasting and fruitful leadership among 
the native people. Many of the churches are 
now self-supporting; and much of the financial 
support of the various agencies comes from within 
Japan. Appropriate methods of evangelism are 
reaping greater harvests. The reserve of the 
Japanese people makes them more amenable to 
the indirect approach; so persons are invited in- 
dividually to the services by friends and are 
directed to the pastor when they express interest 
in becoming Christians. The most evident sign 
of progress is the continued increase in numbers 
among Japanese Christians, especially Baptists. 
In 1955 there were more baptisms in Baptist 
churches than in any previous year. However, 
“The Commission,” foreign mission publication 
of the Southern Baptist Convention (USA), says: 
“The very threat of international complications 
makes it extremely necessary for Southern Baptists 
to make a maximum effort in Japan now.” The 
Japan Baptist Convention leaders last year 
launched “Operation Evangelism Advance,” a 
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Louie D. Newton 


The distinguished pastor 
of Druid Hills Baptist 
Church in Atlanta has 
been a member of the 
Executive Committee of 
the Baptist World Ailli- 
ance all the time since 
1939. At the World Con- 
gress in Atlanta that year 
he was elected Honorary 
Associate Secretary, and 
held this office until a 
salaried associate secre- 
taryship was established in 1947. For the las 
nine years he has served on the Administrative 
Committee. 

Dr. Newton’s first Baptist World Congress was 
the one at Stockholm in 1923. He has attended 
every Congress since. Not many Baptists have 
been to seven in a row. ‘Those who attended 
the Berlin Congress in 1934 will remember 
the masterly speech in which he presented the 
invitation from Atlanta, Georgia, and from the 
United States, to hold the Sixth Congress in his 
home city. Atlanta was chosen and there was 
assembled in 1939 the largest Baptist meeting 
ever held. Dr. Newton was chairman of the 
local committee on arrangements, and his rare 
promotional gifts scored a shining victory. 

In 1947 Dr. Newton was one of the main 
speakers at the Copenhagen Congress. In Cleve 
land in 1950 he was elected a vice-president, and 
in this capacity he responded on behalf of the 
Baptists of the world to the speeches of welcome 
at the Jubilee Congress of 1955. 

With his fine journalistic talents, his wide 
and weighty influence, his resourcefulness and 
his energies, he has served the Alliance cause 
as few men have ever done, and placed ou 
world fellowship deeply in his debt. 


program of expansion designed to accomplish 
in two years what had previously been planned 


for five. “The Commission” says: “. . . we must 


not fail to spend ourselves in prayer, in money. 

and in dedicated lives for the salvation of Japan 
” 

now. 


China 


The Baptist witness is growing in Hong Kong 
and Macao where three million Chinese people 
live on the border of Communist China. Since 
1949, Baptist church membership has increased 
from 4,000 to 9,000. Sterling Road Church, for 
example, has grown from 900 members to more 
than 2,500, the largest non-Catholic congregation 
in Hong Kong. 

Three middle schools have trebled in enrol: 
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ment, and have or soon will have adequate build- 
ings) In Macao, a primary school has been or- 
ganized. The seminary has been established and 
will soon move to its new location. The Baptist 
Press has its own property and serves a growing 
gumber of Chinese churches and institutions all 
cross Southeast Asia. The Baptist Clinic is in 
gperation, and plans are being made to enlarge 
itto hospital status. The Baptist College opened 
this fall with 150 freshmen enrolled.—Published 
by the Department of Missionary Education, For- 
ign Mission Board, S.B.C. 


Gaza Baptist Hospital Praised 


The work of the staff of the Baptist hospital, 
Gaza, has received a tribute in a special report 
of the director of UNRWA (United Nations Re- 
lief and Works Agency) for Palestine refugees in 
the Near East. 

The report, presented to the UN General As- 
sembly, covers the period from November to mid- 
December, 1956. It says that “particular mention 
should be made of the work of the medical staff 
of the Baptist hospital in caring for the many 
serious surgical cases caused by the fighting and 
the subsequent incidents at Khan Yunis and 
Rafah, where a number of refugees were severely 
wounded.” 
























lin Freed from Prison 


Dr. Henry H. Lin, former president of the 
University of Shanghai who has been in Com- 
munist prison for a number of years, has been 
released. The report, which came in a letter from 
the Baptist Mission offices in Hong Kong, says 
that a telegram from Mrs. Henry Lin gives the 
information. Dr. Lin, a fourth generation Chris- 
tian and great Baptist leader of China, is a gradu- 
ate of the University of Shanghai. He did gradu- 
ate work in the United States and holds the 
honorary degree of doctor of laws from Wake 
Forest (N. C.) College and Baylor University, 
Waco, Tex. He attended the Baptist World Con- 
gress at Copenhagen in 1947, and was a vice- 
president of the Baptist World Alliance from 
1947 to 1950. 


| Okinawa 













Okinawa is strategic for Christian missions in 
the Far East, in the opinion of Edward E. Bol- 
linger, American Baptist missionary. He writes: 
‘The great openness to the gospel, the lack of any 
entrenched and highly organized antagonistic 
faith, and the recognized need for deliverance 
from ancient superstition and fear on the part of 
community leaders, gives us one of the most 
mique and challenging situations of modern 
times.” There are four organized Baptist churches 
and 13 regular evangelistic points on Okinawa. 
Baptists have the only weekly broadcast of the 
‘ol:} gospel in the language of the people. “The 



















Okinawa Baptist” reaches 5,000 people through 
its monthly edition. Three pastors and four 
evangelists are at work now and ten young people 
in training for Christian service. 


Baptist Women Give to Japan University 


The Japan International Christian University 
Foundation, Inc. announces that it has received a 
$50,000 grant from the Woman’s American Baptist 
Foreign Missions Society. The gift will be used to 
build a women’s dormitory on the campus of the 
International Christian University near Tokyo. 
It will be the third student dormitory for girls at 
the university. In making their gift, the American 
Baptist women noted that of the University’s 650 
students, 239 are women. 


Korea Church World Service, an agency of 
the Protestant churches in Korea, is leading an 
attack on tuberculosis, killer of 100,000 people 
a year. Clinics supported by the Service are 
staffed by six doctors and 12 nurses, and are under 
the joint supervision of Dr. John Burgess, an 
Australian Baptist, and Dr. Ernest Struthers of 
Canada. The doctors and nurses visit about 2500 
homes a year and are treating 5000 new patients 
a year. A mobile X-ray plant is being used to 
examine students. Last year the overall medical 
program of the Korea Church World Service cost 
roughly $336,000, of which the U. S. Army and 
soldiers gave nearly $140,000. Churches also con- 
tributed about $140,000. 





Know Your Youth Committee 


William J. Simpson, di- 
rector of young people’s 
work in Training Union 
department of Southern 
Baptist Convention, USA. 
Born November 18, 1928, 
in Palestine, Texas. Con- 
verted at age nine. Edu- 
cation: Palestine public 
schools; Baylor Univer- 
sity, Waco, Texas, A.B., 
1949; Southwestern Bap- 
tist Theological Seminary, Ft. Worth, M.R.E., 
1951, graduate work toward doctorate 1952. Vo- 
cational experience: educational director, First 
Baptist church, Seymour, Texas, 1948-51; educa- 
tional director First Baptist church, Bowie, Texas, 
1951-52; associate Sunday school secretary of 
Texas, 1952-53; education director First Baptist 
church Decatur, Ga., 1953-55 (Training Union 
increased from 200 to 600); elected to present 
post with SBC 1955. Married to Betty Ann Alt- 
man of Atlanta in 1951. They have one daughter, 
Gail Cecile, age one year. 





Australasia 


South Australia. The Baptist Theological 
College (Seminary) at Adelaide has moved to a 
much larger property in a beautiful suburb, 
writes Principal Burleigh: “Our 14 acres will 
give good room for future expansion. The 20- 
room building, with several large rooms, has 
three sections—Principal’s (5 rooms), domestic 
(3, plus all the etceteras), and the remainder, 2 
large lecture rooms capable of taking at least 
forty students, and the study-bedrooms for stu- 
dents. The property was advertised for £17.000, 
but purchased for £12.000.” Another £3.000 was 
needed for repairs and furnishings. In Australia 
there are Baptist Theological Colleges in three 
other centers: at Melbourne, Victoria, at Sydney, 
New South Wales, and at Brisbane, Queensland. 
The newest and smallest is at Adelaide. The 


address: Principal E. C. Burleigh, M.A., B.D., 
84 Northgate Street, Unley Park, South Australia. 


New Zealand Assembly 


Pointing out highlights of the 74th annual as- 
sembly of the Baptist Union of New Zealand, the 
“New Zealand Baptist” puts a net gain of 444 
members and a record mission budget of £35,000 
high on the list. Other significant reports from 
the November meeting at Dunedin show five new 
churches and four new ministers with four more 
soon to graduate; five new ministerial students 
and two new home missionaries—two more as 
candidates; and increased growth in the Baptist 
Women’s League, the Maori missionary project, 
and in the Deaconesses work. The 74-year-old 
Union numbers 115 churhes and 12,033 members. 

From the opening remarks of the “Seventy- 
fourth Annual Report:” “In many ways the past 
year has been a remarkable year in the life of 
our denomination. The giving of our people has 
far exceeded that of any previous year. The 
activities of the auxiliaries has been exhilarating. 
The campaigns of evangelism have made a great 
impact, and in many quarters there is a new 
vitality. The Spirit of God is moving among 
the Churches. We rejoice in all that has been 
wrought and in the opportunities that are opening 
before us.’ 


Dr. Johnson in Australia 


A tribute to Dr. C. Oscar Johnson in “The Vic- 
torian Baptist Witness” describes him as the most 
colorful and forceful Baptist world personality 
at the present time. Dr. Johnson recently com- 
pleted a successful evangelistic tour of Australia. 

Pastor of the Third Baptist Church, St. Louis, 
Mo., and former president of the Baptist World 
Alliance, he is lauded by the “Witness” as “a man 
with a big heart, whose humanity and deep spiri- 


tuality appeals to Australians.” Since Dr. Joh 
son became pastor of the St. Louis church in 193), 
he has adhered to a five-point Gospel: “God is th 
Creator; Jesus Christ is the Saviour; His work \ 
my business; His people are my associates; 
Heaven is my home.” During his ministry ther 
he has led more than 10,000 persons into men. 
bership of the church, and has inspired his peopl 
to give more than $5,000,000 for the work of the 
Kingdom. 


Pan-Australian Youth Conference 


Australian Baptist youth and their leadex 
numbering over a hundred met in a late fall cop. 
ference at Friends’ School, Tasmania. Two over. 
seas visitors, Dr. J. M. Price, U.S. A., and Rey, 
J. J. Burt, New Zealand, were leading speaker 
at the meetings. The theme, “The living Chriy 
leads on,” was evidenced in the testimonies of 
the delegates during the week spent together, a 
well as in the addresses and plans made for future 
work. An interesting greeting came to the con. 
ference through a Baiyer River missionary from 
a young convert, Pyanyuwa: “In time past we 
were all divided people. We had not seen you 
white people but now you have brought us the 
Gospel and I, Pyanyuwa, bring you a greeting in 
the name of our church here. We cannot be 
with you but we rejoice with you. We are your 
true brothers and you are our true brothers. We 
are praying for you, our Australian brothers and 
sisters.” This message came just after news of 
the thrilling first baptisms in the Baiyer Valley. 


Europe 


Report from Russia 


Rev. Yakov Zhidkov, president of the All Union 
Council of Evangelical Christian Baptists and 1 
vice-president of the Baptist World Alliance, 
writes to the BWA president, Dr. Theodore F. 
Adams: 

“The bygone year of 1956 was rich with great 
work and happy experiences. Besides regular 


visits of the elder presbyters (area superintend-| i 


ents) and other workers of the Union to all our 
churches, a very intensive work of evangelization, 
training and instruction of church members in the 
spirit of Christian love and service was conducted. 

“There were more baptisms in 1956 than in the 
previous years. In all of our churches about 
15,000 were baptized in 1956. The quality of 
these baptisms is illustrated by the fact that only 
adults are baptized, beginning with 18 years of 
age, and then only after extensive probation. We 
have received information that throughout the vast 
territory of the U.S.S.R. a substantial number of 
new Baptist churches was- organized where the 
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) believers conduct their religious services and 
| where they serve their Lord and His cause. 

“We are about to enter into the new year of 
1957. We have before us great plans on evangel- 
‘| jm, on church visitation, and church life organ- 
jzation. In September of 1957 we are planning to 
.} celebrate the 90-year jubilee of our brotherhood.” 


Visit to U.S.A. Concerning this Brother 
Zhidkov writes: “We are very glad and very much 
satisfied that four of the brethren and one sister 
fom the A.U.C.E.C.B. were able to spend one 
month in the U.S.A. and in cooperation with our 
‘| American brethren to visit a number of cities, 
‘| churches, and conferences of our own brethren by 
| faith. From this trip we have the very best im- 
‘| pressions which are most dear to us. The fatigue 


. | and tiresomeness of the trip was compensated for 


by the rich material which we have received from 
the good and sacred fellowship with our brethren 
in the U.S.A.” 


The Bible in U.S.S.R. Brother Zhidkov re- 
ports that the hymnal has been printed and is 
already in use in many churches. “The printers 
have promised us that the Bible will be ready 
for distribution in February or in March of 1957.” 


Baptist Camp Established 
For Hungarian Refugees 


The Baptist Relief Committee for Hungary has 
established a Baptist camp at Rekawinkel, 20 
miles west of Vienna. Rev. A. Klaupiks, coordi- 
nator of the Baptist World Alliance Relief Com- 
mittee returned recently from Austria where he 
worked with the sub-committee for Hungary, an 
eleven-member body composed of representatives 
of various Baptist conventions and societies in 
several countries. 

By Christmas it had become evident that the 
provisions made in Austria for the refugees by 
the Baptist Relief Committee were inadequate. 
There were 33 Baptist refugees at the Baptist 
.|}Church in Mollardgasse, most of them in one 
room. The sanitary conditions were dangerous, 
and the morale among the refugee families was 
lowered. An additional 16 refugees were housed 
‘Tin an art school, five were living in Mennonite 
quarters, and eight were in the home of a Baptist 
| family. 


.|Why a Baptist Camp? 


The Relief Committee met in an emergency 
session the last of December. They faced this 
question: Why is it necessary to maintain sepa- 
rate Baptist quarters for refugees since so many 
state and Red Cross camps are in operation? 
The “official” camps are often very inadequate 
because of the enormous number of refugees. 
The camps are all over-crowded. Baptist refugees 


Hungarian children get milk and bread at 
the Baptist Church in Mollardgasse, Austria. 


and those closely connected with them come to 
the Baptist church for shelter. Can the Com- 
mittee take the responsibility of sending them 
away for lack of room? So they are crowded in. 
Some come in and go to sleep exhausted on the 
floor. 


Present and Future Needs 


The housing situation in Austria is very diffi- 
cult. So when a Baptist contractor from Vienna 
reported the possibility of renting a vacation home 
about 20 miles west of the city, the committee 
went immediately to see it. It contains 22 rooms 
and up to 100 persons could be sheltered there. 
The sum needed to put it into usable shape will be 
about $1000. The cost of operating the camp 
will run about $4000 a month. 

Up to December 31, the Relief Committee for 
Hungary received about $20,000 for its work. 
About half of this amount came from European 
Baptists. Constant support is needed also for 
other features of the relief work. Emigration aid 
will demand a considerable sum. So will re- 
settlement of the refugees in other countries. The 
greatest need is as yet practically untouched: the 
need for aid in Hungary itself. As soon as the 
possibility opens for sending aid into Hungary, 
the committee will need much more in money and 
goods. The camp itself should have served its 
purpose within six months’ time. 


How to Give 


All contributions in money in Europe should be 
sent through the headquarters of your Baptist 
denomination. In the United States and Canada 
contributions can be sent through the convention 
offices or directly to the Relief Committee of the 
Baptist World Alliance, 1628 16th Street, N. W., 
Washington, D. C. 





Greetings from Poland 


In a letter from Warsaw addressed to the Bap- 
tist World Alliance, dated December 18, 1956, 
President A. Kircun of the Polish Christian Bap- 
tist Church wrote as follows: 

“The Head Council of the Polish Christian Bap- 
tist Church sends hearty greetings of God’s bless- 
ings in the Christmas and New Year holidays to 
our Brothers in World Headquarters. God bless 
your Gospel message and give growing and deep- 
ening of faith, hope and love in hearts.” 


Swedish Veteran Called Home 


Shortly before Christmas Dr. C. E. Benander of 
Sweden passed to his reward, in his 96th year. A 
graduate of the Bethel Seminary in Stockholm 
and Colgate University, Hamilton, New York, he 
became a professor at Bethel in 1891, and suc- 
ceeded the famous Dr. K. O. Broady as president 
in 1906. In 1927 Dr. N. J. Nordstrém became 
president, but Benander continued to teach until 
he retired from active service in 1934 at the age 
of 73. All of these three men were at one time or 
another vice-presidents of the Baptist World 
Alliance. 

Dr. Benander was elected a member of the 
Executive Committee when the Alliance was or- 
ganized in London in 1905, re-elected in Phila- 
delphia in 1911, and elected a vice-president at 
the Stockholm Congress in 1923, serving until 
1928. 

His friends in many lands, his colleagues 
through many years, the generations of students 
to whom he opened the riches of God’s Word— 
all learned to love this quiet, humble, noble, 
firm-principled Baptist leader. His own country- 
men borrow an English phrase to characterize 
him: Christian gentleman. 


Ruschlikon 


Thirty-seven students from 14 countries are 
presently studying at Ruschlikon Baptist Theo- 
logical Seminary, Zurich, Switzerland. One new 
professor and one guest professor joined the 
faculty last fall. Dr. George R. Beasley-Murray 
was appointed professor of Greek and New Testa- 
ment Interpretation. He has held pastorates in 
Ilford and Cambridge and taught New Testament 
in Spurgeon’s College, London. Guest professor 
in Practical Theology is Dr. Jesse Northcutt, pro- 
fesor of Preaching and Director of the School of 
Theology in Southwestern Baptist Seminary, 
Texas. 

Students are from Finland, Denmark, Sweden, 
Spain, Holland, France, Portugal, Lebanon, Eng- 
land, Switzerland, Germany, Norway, Indonesia, 
and Canada. 


Scotland. The Baptist Union of Scotland is con- 
sidering a three year “visitation evangelism” pro- 
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W. C. Smalley 


The fourth member of 
the present Executive 
Committee to be elected 
at the Atlanta Congress 
in 1939, Dr. Smalley of 
Canada, came to Amer- 
ica from his native coun- 
try of England way back 
in 1903. He has labored 
in the Baptist ministry 
for 51 years; even now 
in his “retirement” he 
is most active as interim 
minister of pastorless churches. In his beloved 
Western Canada he has served as superintendent 
of Home Missions, as editor of the Western Bap. 
tist, and as General Secretary of the Baptist 
Union. Our records fail to show when he first 
began attending Baptist World Congresses, but 
it seems improbable that he missed the only Con. 
gress to be held in Canada, in Toronto in 1928, 
and we do know that he has not missed a single 
one since. He gave an address at the Atlanta 
Congress in 1939 and presided at a meeting of 
the Copenhagen Congress in 1947. In 1950 he 
was elected a Vice-President of the Alliance and 
presided over two sessions at the London Con- 
gress in 1955. On this occasion he also served as 
chairman of the Nominations Committee. 
Under the powers granted it by the Constitution 
the present Executive Committee coopted him in 
1955 as one of its members. So this kindly and 
able Baptist veteran has now entered upon his 
eighteenth year of service to the Alliance that he 
loves. 


gram. A tentative outline of procedure to be 
followed includes (1) congregation preparation 
by prayer, Bible study, and investigation of dis- 
tricts; (2) door-to-door visitation equipped with 
suitable literature; (3) “follow up work” of sub- 
sequent visitation to consolidate initial impres- 
sions and gains. 


The B. M. S. budget for 1957 has reached the 
amount of £319,402 ($894,325-) as compared with 
298,975 ($837,130-) last year. When one realizes 
that this means one pound ($2.80) per capita in 
a country where earnings are low and taxes very 
heavy, one sees that this represents a_ high 
standard as compared with that of the majority 
of our conventions. 


Young British Baptists in Conference 


The National Council of the Baptist Youth 
Movement met at Haywards Heath, Sussex, at the 
end of November. Nearly 50 delegates represent- 
ing many parts of England. and Wales took part 











in the conference, which emphasized the im- 
portance of Christian training. Mr. Michael D. 
M. Franklin, the retiring president, inducted 
into office the Rev. David Staple of West Ham 
Central Mission, London, as new president. Miss 
Mary Weeks of Bristol was elected vice-president. 
Rev. Theo F. Valentine, Young People’s Secretary 
of the Baptist Missionary Society and Joint Secre- 
tary of the Baptist Youth Movement, is to be 
succeeded by Rev. A. Stuart Arnold. Rev. Valen- 
tine received tribute from the BYM in a resolu- 
tion expressing its “deep sense of gratitude for 
the enthusiasm and kindly wisdom you have 
brought to us.” 














ovel | Seotland. The Rev. John McBeath has been 
dent | dected president of the Scottish Baptist Union. 
Bap. Mr. McBeath has held important pastorates both 
pst} in England and Scotland. He is known also 
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beyond the borders of Britain, having conducted 
a successful campaign on the other side of the 
Atlantic. 

The assembly unanimously adopted a recom- 
mendation lifting the ministerial stipend (salary) 
from £380 ($1064.) and a manse (parsonage). 
A dock laborer caused some sensation during the 
debate by stating that he earned something like 
£1200 ($3360.) last year and asking the church 
members to compare their own wages with those 
paid to their ministers. 















Denmark. The year-book of Baptists in Den- 
mark reveals that Kroner 163,796.69 (1 Kroner= 
15¢) has been spent on mission work in Urundi. 
Of this amount Kroner 39,242.38 was contrib- 
uted by Danish Baptist Churches in America. 
The Baptists in Denmark have 40 churches with 
a total membership of 7,235. Last year there 
were 122 baptisms. They have 122 Sunday 
Schools with 3,145 boys and 5,173 girls attending. 
The value of 81 church buildings and many other 
meeting-houses and buildings is Kroner 5,994,304 
or about $900,000. 











Baptist Women 


The European Baptist Women’s Conference of 
1956 in Ruschlikon was the outstanding event of 
the year for many women. On the theme “Women’s 
Responsibility in the World Today,” prominent 
leaders from around the globe delivered inspiring 
messages. Dr Madeleine Barot of France, direc- 
tor of women’s work with the World Council of 
Churches, made an address, and Mrs. Charles 
H Sears, organizer of Baptist women’s work in 
the United States, spoke. Chairman for the 
proceedings was Mrs. Ruth O. Pepper, president 
of the European Baptist Women’s Union. 
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Carl Fuellbrandt Has Passed On 


The Rev. Carl Fuellbrandt, former director of 
Danubian Missions in Europe, died recently at 













his home (since retirement) in Toronto. He was 
76. Son of the pastor of the German-language 
church in Odessa, Southern Russia, Rev. Fuell- 
brandt grew up in that country. During the great 
famine in Russia in 1922, he spent his time dis- 
tributing relief supplies. Later he traveled among 
the Baptists of the Danube countries, as repre- 
sentative of American Baptists of German origin, 
encouraging and inspiring them with his fine per- 
sonality and preaching ability. While he served 
for many years as director of missions, his head- 
quarters was in Vienna. After his “retirement” 
in Toronto, he made vital contributions to churches 
and conferences by his visits and appearances. He 
was in demand as a speaker all over America. He 
leaves a wife and a son. 


Scotland’s three-year evangelism plan as 
outlined by the Evangelistic Committee of the 
Baptist Union of Scotland is well into its first year 
program. Thirty-two churches are engaged in 
some form of “visitation evangelism.” Literature 
has been sent out to 63 churches by request. The 
three-year plan stresses three distinct features: 1) 
congregational preparation by prayer, Bible study, 
and investigation of the district; 2) door-to-door 
visitation equipped with suitable literature; 3) the 
“follow up work” of subsequent visitation to con- 
solidate initial impressions and gains. 


Scottish missionaries for tomorrow came 
to offer their lives in service during the recent 
Assembly of the Baptist Union of Scotland. The 
final meeting of the Assembly designed as a Youth 
Rally brought 38 young people to the communion 
table as volunteers for Christian service. Eight of 
them committed themselves specifically for mis- 
sionary work. 


British Missionary Leader Goes Home 


Dr. C. E. Wilson, Foreign Secretary of the 
Baptist Missionary Society for 34 years, died De- 
cember 9 at the age of 85. He went out to India 
in 1894, but was called to the secretaryship in 
1905, only 34 years old. 

The Rev. B. Grey Griffith, former Home Secre- 
tary of the B.M.S., writes of him in the Baptist 
Times: “He was a missionary first and last and 
all the time . . . It was interesting to hear him 
speak of the work. India, China, Africa, the 
West Indies were not outposts, but rather Furnival- 
street [formerly BMS headquarters in London] 
was the outpost of these places. He could be met 
for interview .. . at Furnival-street, but his heart 
was in far off lands.” 

It is perhaps characteristic that during the three 
terms he served on the Executive Committee of 
the Baptist World Alliance (1905-1928) he repre- 
sented not Great Britain, but India. When he 
spoke at the London Congress in 1905 it was on 





the subject of “Higher Education in Missionary 
Colleges.” When he gave an address at the Sec- 
ond Congress, in Philadelphia in 1911, the subject 
was “Medical Missions.” When he led the devo- 
tions at a session of the Third Congress, in Stock- 
holm in 1923, it was of course the special mission- 
ary meeting. 

He chaired a BWA commission and wrote its 
report, and spoke to it at the Berlin Congress, 
1934, on a matter very close to the missionary 
heart, the vexing problem of Racialism. He was 
the writer of the resolution on Racialism adopted 
right there in Hitler’s Berlin, upholding in bold 
and unmistakable words the essential equality 
and dignity of all men for whom Christ gave his 
life’s blood. 


Latin America 


From Sorcerer to Saint 


Because of its pertinence not only in Latin 
America, but in every corner of the world not 
illuminated by the pure light of the Gospel, we 
present this story of God’s transforming power. 
It is an editorial by Oscar Rodriguez appearing 
in the “Eastern Cuba Baptist News,” published 
by the Cuba Mission of the American Baptist 
Home Mission Society. 


“Missions is nothing less than the constant 
search for the unsaved. Missionary work is the 
operation of Missions in the interest of lost men 


and women. That is what we understand to be the 
motive behind the Great Commission: that men 
and women everywhere may be reached with the 
message of salvation and brought to the saving 
experience with the Lord. 

“A letter just received tells us of one more evi- 
dence of the efficacy of the preaching of the Word 
of God. In his missionary tours through his 
assigned territory, one of our pastors met the chief 
religious leader of the entire community. This 
man was the dominant individual throughout a 
very large area. His home was the center of 
superstitious practices after the form of the Spirit- 
ualist Cult. He exploited the people for many 
years by way of his witchcraft practices and was 
feared by many as one having powerful resources 
to do harm. Even his wife and children feared 
him because he was cruel and hard. 

“One day this man heard the gospel and reacted 
furiously against it. He would have killed the 
preacher if he had had a chance. But as time 
went on, this man yielded to the impact of the 
gospel and the day came when his whole family 
was saved. Having become a new person, his 
home also changed, and now joy and gladness 
have taken the place of sorrow and distress. 

“But something else has taken place. The big 
barn that was used for the religious ceremonies 
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and his witchcraft practices has been transformed, 
renewed and painted, with new benches and q 
pulpit made by the very same man (who is 4 
carpenter by trade). We have been invited to 
visit that community as soon as possible in order 
to officiate in the acceptance and dedication of 
that new place of worship. The report indicates 
there is a real revival in progress because this 
man and his wife do not cease to testify to the 
gospel as experienced in their own lives. 

“The pastor writes: ‘The Lord is using this 
man’s testimony to awaken the people whom he 
himself exploited and is seeking to bring many to 
salvation through the knowledge of the Lord Jesus 
Christ.’ 

“That is MISSIONS at its best... .” 


Persecution Continues in Colombia 


Despite the fact that the constitution of Colom. 
bia specifically guarantees “liberty of conscience,” 
and assures that no one will be disturbed because 
of his religious opinions, nor be compelled to 
profess beliefs, nor observe practices contrary to 
his conscience, persecution continues in this South 
American Catholic country. In the last eight 
years, 46 church buildings have been destroyed by 
fire or dynamite, 75 Protestants have been killed, 
and 200 schools have been closed by the Govern. 
ment. The ~xcuse given for this action is that 
Protestants are linked up with international com- 
munism.—MIssIons. 


William Carey Taylor, who has marked his 
40th year as a missionary in Brazil, spoke his last 
words before retiring at the annual Brazilian Bap- 
tist Convention recently. Following is an excerpt 
from his sermon titled “The Presence of God with 
the Pilgrim.” 

“They come—hours that are tragic, shameful, 
melancholy, hours when all seems in vain .. . I 
deeply know what it is to be hated. I suspect, 
now and again, that I have been the most hated 
man in Brazil. I have been annihilated several 
times. The epithets hurled at my head have been 
numberless, in books, papers, pulpits. Never once 
have I replied to them. If a man’s life is not the 
answer in such an hour, there is no answer. It 
passed. It did me good, disciplining my spirit. 
‘Whom the Lord loveth he scourgeth and chasten- 
eth every son that he receiveth.’ Some one said: 
‘Thank God for my enemies, for they discovered 
and corrected my faults.’ Let me say this, young 
colleague on the pilgrim way. If you are popular 
with the world, how are you going to explain it to 
Jesus, who said: ‘Woe unto you when all speak 
well of you’? I give my testimony this night, that 
in such hours the fellowship of those who, at every 
cost, are loyal to the Savior, has nothing equal, or 
comparable to it, in all the experiences of life. 
Years ago in such an hour I wrote to a colleague in 
this city: ‘I do not know why I stay. I have 











nothing to do. But I hope.’ On the carbon copy 
of this letter I find that I then scribbled: ‘If thy 
presence go not with us, carry us not up hence.’” 
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Brazil 


The Baptist Missionary Society, London, sent 
Rev. and Mrs. A. C. Elder to Brazil in 1953 for 
pioneer work. At the recent meetings of the 
General Committee reports concerning “the amaz- 
ing opportunities for evangelistic work” has 
brought about the appointment of Rev. and Mrs. 
D. G. Winter to join the Elders to reinforce the 
work. 
chile 

One hundred and twenty-one persons accepted 
Christ as Saviour during a revival in the First 
Baptist Church of Santiago, Chile, preached by 
Rev. Alfonso Olmedo of Argentina. The church’s 
me-year-old building in downtown Santiago, with 
acapacity of 450, was filled and additional chairs 
brought in from the educational building at every 
meeting. In reporting the revival, Missionary 
John A. Parker writes: “Coming were the indif- 
ferent members, the friends of the church, mem- 
bers of other evangelicai churches. The Catholics 
came, too. The Lord has visited his people in a 
special way and they are grateful.” 









this 
n he 
LY to 
esus 











lom. 
ce,” 
ruse 
| to 
y to 
uth 
ight 
| by 
led, 
2Tn- 
hat 


om 












North America 


“World’s Largest” and Growing 


A $400,000 building program at the Baptist 
Temple, Akron, Ohio, will add 3,000 to the ca- 
pacity of “the world’s largest Sunday school” 
which currently has an average attendance of 
7,000. The new structure will contain 100 class 
rooms with a seating capacity of 22 to 25 each. 
It adds four assembly halls to make a total of 13 
for the Temple, the smallest seating over 500. 
With over 15,000 members, the church has four 
pastors, seven secretaries, a minister of visitation, 
20 part time workers and three custodians. The 
congregation was started in 1935 when less than 
20 persons met in a grade school classroom. Last 
year offerings averaged over $10,000 a Sunday. 


Southern Baptists Add Mission Fields 


Southern Baptists (USA) added three countries 
to their overseas mission fields in 1956, bringing 
the total number of territories served to 38. The 
new countries are Tanganyika and Kenya, in East 
Africa, and Pakistan, in the Far East. The total 
number of active Southern Baptist foreign mis- 
sionaries at the end of the year is 1,113. This 
compares with 1,020 at the end of 1955. The 
Foreign Mission Board appointed 121 new mis- 
sionaries in 1956 for a net gain of 93. 





























New Record in Giving 


Churches of the American Baptist Convention 
set a new record in 1956 by contributing $8,739,- 
958 to the convention’s various causes. Head- 
quarters said the total is 9.2 per cent more than 
the $8 million goal and $256,118 above the 1955 
contributions. Included in the 1956 figures are 
the two annual missionary offerings: the World 
Fellowship offering ($449,308) and the America 
for Christ offering ($369,250). 


Language School for Refugees 


Within a week after the first Hungarian refu- 
gees arrived in Cleveland, Ohio, an English lan- 
guage school was opened for them in Euclid 
Avenue Baptist Church. While opened primarily 
for the Hungarians, the school also attracted new 
atrivals from Romania, Greece and Russia. Age 
of the students ranges from 18 to 60. First les- 
sons have been centered in simple phrases which 
the women will use in shopping and the men in 
work. Later, it is intended to broaden the base to 
cover a wide range of activities in American life. 


Baptist Lay Evangelism 


A two-year national evangelism training pro- 
gram for laymen of the American Baptist Con- 
vention was launched at a workshop in Berkeley, 
Calif., recently attended by church leaders from 
six western states. Purpose of the program is to 
strengthen and develop Baptist lay leadership. 
During 1957, the emphasis will be on training 
churches to develop lay leaders in their own con- 
gregations. Church retreats in May and June 
and workshops in September and October will 
complete the first half of the program. In 1958, 
the plan calls for building up the work of deacons, 
trustees, leaders in Christian education, missions, 
and work with men, women and young people. 


Baptist Heads American College Group 


A Southern Baptist educator was elected presi- 
dent of the Association of American Colleges for 
the first time in its 42-year history. He is Dr. J. 
Ollie Edmunds, president of Stetson University, 
DeLand, Fla. He was chosen at the association’s 
annual meeting in Philadelphia to head the organi- 
zation of four-year liberal arts colleges and 
universities. 


Green Lake 


Agencies of the American Baptist Convention 
in midyear session at Green Lake, Wis., reported 
that a total of $5,863,880 of the projected annual 
budget of $8,000,000 had been collected as of 
September 30. This compares with $5,778,017 
collected last year for the same period, a gain of 
1.5 percent. 





Student World Missions Congress 


More than 2300 students gathered in Nashville 
recently for a four-day Southern Baptist Student 
World Missions Congress. This meeting was to 
launch an evangelistic advance for 1957 designed 
by Southern Baptists. About 200 students indi- 
cated new decisions to prepare for missionary 
and other Christian vocations. An offering taken 
for Hungarian relief totaled $1800. Most of the 
students had already made personal sacrifice in 
financing their trip. 

Welcoming the delegates to Tennessee, Gov. 
Frank G. Clement said, “Being governor is a great 
honor but being a Christian is so much greater an 
honor that there is no comparison.” Dr. Paul 
Geren, former State Department officer in the 
Near East and now executive vice-president of 
Baylor University, told the students, “Communism 
is more dramatic than Christianity because it is 
more superficial . . . and the world loves super- 
ficiality more than it does profundity.” Dr. Theo- 
dore F. Adams, president of the Baptist World 
Alliance, said, “Baptists believe in freedom from 
religion, freedom by religion, freedom in religion, 
and freedom of religion.” Evangelist Billy Graham 
said in the closing address, “We are having pos- 
sibly the greatest religious inquiry on the college 
campuses we have seen in the history of educa- 
tion in the United States.” 


Year of Celebration 


Nineteen hundred and fifty-seven is a red letter 
year for Baptists of the American Baptist Con- 
vention. In this triple anniversary year they cele- 
brate the 250th birthday of the Philadelphia Bap- 
tist Association, the 125th anniversary of the 
American Baptist Home Mission Society, and the 
50th year of cooperative endeavor in the American 
Baptist Convention. 

As the Convention meets in Philadelpia, May 
29-June 4, 1957, they will be mindful of these 
three significant milestones in the growth of the 
Baptist witness throughout the world. They will 
be even more conscious of their continuing gospel 
role in a world where scientific knowledge has 
outrun moral responsibility, and where the very 
things for which the denomination stands are 
being challenged on every hand. “Baptists cannot 
assume that the future will be easy; it is more 
likely that we will need to double, triple and 
quadruple our efforts to make our Christian mes- 
sage effective. This we can do with the change- 
less Christ as our support amid the shifting times.” 

—CRUSADER. 


Millions More for Missions 


Southern Baptists (USA) expect to more than 
double their total giving in the next nine years. 
The goal for all Southern Baptist affiliated 
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churches for 1964 has been set at $728 millig, 
including $189 million in missionary and beneyp. 
lent work. Total gifts. for 1955 reached $335 
million with $35 million going to missions. 

A Convention budget goal of $16% milli 
(the amount all churches will be asked to give ty 
the Cooperative Program) has been set for 1957, 
This is an increase of $3 million over last year 
budget. The new figure will be voted on at the 
annual convention, May 28-31, in Chicago’s Inter. 
national Amphitheater, reports Treasurer Porte 
Routh. 


YWA World Tours 


As part of the Fiftieth Anniversary of Young 
Women’s Auxiliary of the Woman’s Missionary 
Union of the Southern Baptist Convention, several 
tours have been planned to world mission areas, 
Directed by capable WMU leaders, the tours will 
lead into every continent and many countries, 
Five groups are scheduled for different mission 
fields, most of them leaving in June and returning 
in July. For further information write Woman’: 
Missionary Union, c/o Miss Doris DeVault, 600 
North 20th Street, Birmingham 3, Alabama. 


Texas 


The Baptist General Convention of Texas has 
approved a record $10,000,000 budget to carry 
on its missionary work during the next year. 
Recommendations asking Texas Baptists to im 
prove race relations, fight juvenile delinquency 
and continue opposing any weakening of the 
separation of Church and State also were adopted. 
The 1957 budget is a million dollars larger than 
the current one. The funds, to be subscribed by 
churches throughout Texas, will be spent for 
missionary work not only in the state but else- 
where in the country and abroad. Dr. Porter 
Routh, executive secretary-treasurer of the South- 
ern Baptist Convention, reported that Texas Bap- 
tists have contributed more than $589,000,000 in 
support of church work during the past 20 years, 
including $33,000,000 for missionary work through- 
out the world. 
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